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Melisso: A trio is a great way for a horn player or whoever is playing the melody to get the story stronger. The first thing that came
to-my mind when | starfed playing trio was that it was a great

way to figure out what | want to say because it leaves so much freedom. You can really do whatever

you want...but not really.

Interviewer: The trio format really can leave a saxophonist so naked.
Melissa: Yeah, I love it.

When it comes to Melissa Aldana, there's a lot to like and much to respect. There's her story—born into the small and intense jozz
circle of Santiago, and there’s the moment she was six and after hearing Sonny Rollins on “What A Difference A Day Made”—she
decided to focus on one instrument in particular. “I have to play tenor...” she informed herself. There's the twenty-year journey that
followed—from

0 New York City, where her music began to be heard, appreciated, and supported by musicians of her
o were decades older.

2 dry and nuanced, a modern take on cool, restrained intensity with a supple flow of ideas. Back Home
‘reveals ample evidence of one of the'sirongest, mostidentifiable tenor sux voices on the present scene.

gs with freshness from its opening tune “Alegria”. One connecting thread among its tracks is a
motional ambivalence—though Aldana also delights in sonic textures of the past (“My Ship”) and can
es on the fitle blues.

action Aldana confinues to find playing between harmonic freedom and structural demands that
ument by her side. As this album shows, she knows how to assemble a glove-itting ensemble, especially
w Chilean Pablo Menares and drummer Jochen Rueckert. To my ears, their warmly intuitive interactions—and
enor sound—are the pearls on the string, the moments that make Back Home sparkle and shine.

—Ashley Kahn, February 2016
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FIRST OF ALL I WoUuLD LIKE TO THANK PABLO MENARES & JOCHEN RUECKERT
FOR BRINGING MY MUSIC ALIVE.THANKS TO ANDERS CHAN-TIDEMANN AND
“MAMA STEPH” FOR BELIEVING IN ME FROM DAY ONE.

THANKS TO MY MOTHER, JORGE AND THE REST OF MY FAMILY FOR ALL THE
SUPPORT AND LOVE THROUGH THE YEARS.

THANKS TO MY CHIKO, LIDIJA AND PUKL FAMILY.

THANKS T0 HoLLIS KING, JAMES FARBER AND GREG CALBI

THANKS To ALL MY NY/CHILEAN FAMILY

THANKS TO ROBERTO BARAHONA, PEPE HOSSIASON ,

ERWIN D1Az AND NICO VERA.

THANKS TO VICTOR AND DORIS, MIGUEL MENGUAL, MARIA ELENA,

EmMiLio LyonNs, FRED LEBAYLE & JON BALTIMORE

THANKS TO THE D’ADARIO FAMILY.

THANKS TO MATT MEREWITZ@FULLY ALTRED MARK RINI & JOSHUA ELLMAN@
GROOV MARKETING

THANKS TO WYNTON MARSALIS AND JAZZ AT LINcOLN CENTER FOR

MAKING ME PART OF YOUR FAMILY. THANKS TO MITCH BORDEN

AND SPIKE WILNER @ SMALL’S/MEZZROW

THANKS TO JIMMY AND MoNA HEATH, GEORGE COLEMAN, GREG 0OSBY,
DANILO AND PATRICIA PEREZ, GEORGE GARZONE AMONG MANY OTHER.
THANKS TO THE THELONIOUS MONK JAZZ INSTITUTE









1. ALEGRIA 5:11

(MELISSA ALDANA/BMI)

2. DESDE LA LLUVIA 7:11

(PABLO MENARES/BMI)

3. OBSTACLES 6:47

(JOCHEN RUECKERT/COLONEL BEATS
Music PUBLISHING/ASCAP)

+. EN OTRO LUGAR 5:53

(PABLO MENARES/BMI)

s.MY SHIP 3:05

(WEILL/GERSHWIN)

6. SERVANT#2 7707

(JOCHEN RUECKERT/COLONEL BEATS
Music PUBLISHING/ASCAP)

7.BEFORE YOU 5:54

(MELISSA ALDANA/BMI)

s. TIME 4:58

(MELISSA ALDANA/BMI)

9. BACK HOME 7:01

(MELISSA ALDANA/BMI)

TOTAL TIME: 53MINS
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